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March 26, 2014 

·2:00-2:10 p.m. - George Orlowski, State Archivist  - Introduction  

·2:10-2:15 p.m. - Erin McDanal ï Colorado State Archives  

·2:15-2:20 p.m. - Eric Bittner ï National Archives and Records Service  

·2:20-2:25 p.m. - Patricia Rettig ï Colorado State University Water 

Resources Archive 

·2:25-2:30 p.m. - Greg Silkensen, Brad Leach, Chris Pigg ï Northern 

Colorado Water Conservancy District   

·2:30-2:35 p.m. - Holly Geist ï Denver Water   

·2:35-2:40 - Laura Nelsen ï Colorado Division of Water Resources  

·2:40-2:45 - Keith Schrum ï History Colorado   

·2:45-2:55p.m.  - Christopher Hudson ï Colorado Supreme Court Library   
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Water Records Specialist 

Colorado State Archives 

1313 Sherman St., Rm.120 

Denver, CO 80203 
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consortium 
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The Colorado State Archives is the official custodian of approximately 100,000 

cubic feet of records from the three branches of government, the 64 counties, a few 

municipalities and special districts.  These may begin as early as 1860 and in some 

instances, such as case files from the Supreme Court, they may extend to almost 

present time. We are not the custodians for permanent records for all agencies 

or time periods.  

 

There are water records throughout our collections for which we are endeavoring to 

provide online finding aids or scanned images, but as this will take several years to 

accomplish please contact the Colorado State Archives in the meantime if you have 

questions about availability.  

 

www.colorado.gov/archives/WaterRecords 

 

 

http://www.colorado.gov/archives/WaterRecords


RECORD GROUPS DESCRIPTION 

Courts ÅMiners Courts (1858-1860) 

ÅSupreme Court and Court of 

Appeals cases 1861-almost present 

ÅCounty District Court cases from 

1860s 

ÅWater court cases from a few 

counties 
 

Governor 

 

ÅSubject files 

ÅExecutive Record 

ÅCorrespondence 

ÅSpeeches 

ÅWater compact files 

ÅPublications 
 

 



RECORD GROUPS DESCRIPTION 

Legislature 

 

 

 

Å House and Senate bills since 1860 

Å House and Senate Journals documenting 

the proceedings of the legislature since 

1860 

Å Audio recordings of the committee 

hearings and floor debates since 1973 with 

supporting documentation such as minutes 

and attachments (reports, correspondence) 

to the minutes 

Å Publications including Legislative 

Council reports 
 



RECORD GROUPS DESCRIPTION 

Agencies ÅDepartment of Natural Resources 

ÅDivision of Water Resources 

ÅState Engineer 

ÅColorado Water Conservation 

Board 

ÅDivision of Parks and Wildlife 

ÅDepartment of Public Health and 

Environment 

ÅDepartment of Agriculture 

ÅSecretary of State 

ÅDepartment of Local Affairs 
 

 

 
 



RECORD GROUPS DESCRIPTION 

Local Jurisdictions 
 

ÅCounty Clerks 

ÅCounty Public Works 

ÅSpecial Districts 

ÅMunicipalities 

 
 

 



 

Eric Bittner 

Archivist  

National Archives and Records 
Administration  

17101 Huron St. 

Broomfield, CO 80023 

 

Eric.Bittner@nara.gov 

denver.archives@nara.gov 

www.archives.gov/rocky-mountain/archives 
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Of all documents and materials created in the course of business 

conducted by the United States Federal government, only 1%-3% are 

so important for legal or historical reasons that they are kept forever. 

These include  many records dealing with water issues.  Records come 

from the federal offices and courts from Colorado, Montana, New 

Mexico, North Dakota, South Dakota, Wyoming and Utah. Researchers 

may visit the  National Archives  at Denver  in person or  visit the 

Archives website for online tools such as an online catalog, online 

research tools, ways to search online, a microfilm catalog, access to 

archival databases (AAD) and the Guide to Federal Records.  

 

www.archives.gov 
 
 
 
 

http://www.archives.gov/


RECORD GROUPS 

The Bureau of Reclamation, 1902-

2000 (Record Group 115) 

Covers all Trans-Mississippi states. The records relate 

to administrative, engineering, technical, legislative, 

public relations, and recreational aspects of dam-

building and irrigation/hydroelectric power.  Highlights 

include detailed documentation of the construction of 

Hoover Dam, Glen Canyon Dam, Colorado-Big 

Thompson, and other major dam projects.  

Our holdings in this record group exceed 10,000 cf. 
 

The General Land Office/Bureau of 

Land Management, 1860-2000 

(Record Group 49) 
 

Colorado, Montana, New Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming.  

Documents surveying and sale of public domain lands, 

creation and management of wilderness areas, and 

protection of watersheds.  Includes survey plats, tract 

books, reports and studies.  Highlights include many 

series relating to CCC projects, including camp reports, 

project reports, and photographs. 

Water-related series include several hundred cf. 

 



RECORD GROUPS 

U.S. Geological Survey, 1874-1970 

(Record Group 57) 
 

Arizona, Colorado, Montana, New Mexico, 

Texas, Utah, and Washington.  Documents 

surveying and mapping of the topography, 

geology, and waterways in western states.  

Includes field notebooks, sketches, and maps. 

140 cf. 
 

Office of Indian Affairs/Bureau of 

Indian Affairs, 1870-1992 (Record 

Group 75) 
 

Colorado, Montana, New Mexico, Utah, and 

Wyoming.  Includes records of land allotments, 

permits issued for use of natural resources, and 

irrigation projects.  Highlights include large 

collection of photographs relating to the 

Flathead Irrigation Project in Montana.  

Water-related series include several hundred cf. 

  

 



RECORD GROUPS DESCRIPTION 

U.S. Army Chief of Engineers, 1879-

1970 (Record Group 77) 
 

Engineering districts in New Mexico, Montana, Utah, 

and Nebraska.  Records relate to the evaluation, 

planning, and construction of flood-control and 

waterway improvement projects.  Includes technical 

reports, engineering files, correspondence, maps, and 

drawings, including a large 1879 map of the 

Yellowstone River. 

300 cf. 

  
 

Forest Service, 1905-1990 (Record 

Group 95) 
 

Regional and forest offices in Colorado, New Mexico, 

Utah, and Wyoming.  Documents the establishment of 

forest reserves and protection of watersheds, which 

later became designated as national forests.  Includes 

use permits, publications, historical reports, maps, 

photos, and newspaper clippings. Highlights include a 

large series of ñHistorical Filesò that include first-hand 

accounts of the early years of the Service by some of 

the first rangers. 

Water-related series several hundred cf. 

 

 



RECORD GROUPS 

Soil Conservation Service, 1933-71 

(Record Group 114) 
 

Regional and area offices in Arizona, Colorado, 

New Mexico, and Utah.  Records relate to 

surveying and mapping programs, range 

management, land classification, erosion 

control, and watersheds. 

25 cf. 
 

Natural Resources Planning Board, 

1939-43 (Record Group 187)  
 

Colorado, New Mexico, and Wyoming.  The 

NRPB established district offices to coordinate 

with local and state officials in public works 

and conservation projects relating to defense 

planning, drainage basins, and resources in the 

Colorado, Pecos, and Rio Grande River basins.  

The records include reports, correspondence, 

and records of committees.  

20 cf. 

 

 



RECORD GROUPS 

Environmental Protection 
Agency, 1970-93 (Record Group 
412)  
 

National Environment Investigations 
Center, Denver.  The records 
document investigations of pollution 
problems.  Included are 
administrative records, control 
standards, permits, water quality 
planning and management files, and 
final reports. 
30 cf. 
 

Judicial Branch US District Court cases  
US Court of Appeals cases (10th 
Circuit)  



 

Patricia Rettig 

Head Archivist 

Water Resources Archive 

Colorado State University 

Morgan Library 

Fort Collins, CO 80523-1019 

 

Patricia.Rettig@colostate.edu 

lib.colostate.edu/water/  
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ÅHoldings total nearly 90 collections, in nearly 2,000 boxes/tubes/drawers. 

Å Subject focus: water in all its aspects (surface water, groundwater, weather-related, 

etc.)  

ÅSubject strengths: irrigation, engineering, water law, water policy. 

ÅGeographic focus: all of Colorado; extends to western states that have a close 

relationship to Coloradoôs water issues; some international materials, mostly from 

Colorado consultants working other places. 

ÅFormats: written, digital, audio, and visual material. The Water Resources Archive 

has approximately 4% of its collections digitized and available online. A current 

project is underway to digitize 30-40,000 more pages. 

ÅOther water-related materials can be found in the Librariesô Agricultural and Natural 

Resources Archive, the University Archive, the Manuscripts Collection, and Special 

Collections.   

 

Water Resources Archive, Colorado State University Libraries 

http://lib.colostate.edu/archives/water/ 

 
 

http://lib.colostate.edu/archives/water/


RECORD GROUPS DESCRIPTION 

Organizations: 

Irrigation/Ditch 

Companies 

 

ÅConsolidated Home Supply Ditch and 

Reservoir Company 

ÅDARCA (Ditch and Reservoir Company 

Alliance) 

ÅDitch Project 

ÅFederal Land Bank of Wichita 

ÅGASP (Groundwater Appropriators of the 

South Platte)  

ÅGodfrey Ditch Company  

ÅIliff  and Platte Valley Ditch Company  

ÅIrrigation Research Papers 

ÅMontezuma Valley Irrigation Company 

ÅNorth Poudre Irrigation Company  

ÅPlumb and Dailey Ditch Company  

ÅReorganized Farmers Ditch Company  

ÅWater Supply and Storage Company  

 



RECORD GROUPS DESCRIPTION 

Organizations:  

Engineering 

 

 

ÅBoyle Engineering Corporation 

ÅColorado Water Resources 

Research Institute 

ÅGroundwater Data Collection  

ÅRocky Mountain Hydrologic 

Research Center 

ÅWright Water Engineers  
 



RECORD GROUPS DESCRIPTION 

Organizations:  

Environment 

 

 

ÅClimate Data Collection 

ÅColorado Association of Soil  

ÅConservation Districts  

ÅFriends of the Poudre 

ÅPlatte River Whooping Crane  

ÅMaintenance Trust 

ÅPoudre River Trust  

ÅSave the Poudre: Poudre 

Waterkeeper 

ÅXeriscape Colorado, Inc.  
 



RECORD GROUPS DESCRIPTION 

Organizations:  

Agencies/Groups 

 

 

 

ÅAmerican Public Works Association, 

Colorado Chapter 

ÅAmerican Water Foundation 

ÅCentral Colorado Water Conservancy 

District 

ÅColorado Office of the Attorney General  

ÅColorado Water Congress  

ÅLarimer County District Court  

ÅNational Water Resources Association  
 



RECORD GROUPS DESCRIPTION 

Individuals:  

Engineering 

 

 

 

ÅMaurice L. Albertson  

ÅMorton W. Bittinger  

ÅWhitney M. Borland  

ÅLouis G. Carpenter  

ÅRobert E. Glover  

ÅIval V. Goslin  

ÅDale F. Heermann 

ÅCarl J. Hoffman 

ÅMarvin D. Hoover 

ÅMarvin E. Jensen 

ÅA. I. Johnson 

ÅCarl F. Nordin, Jr. 
 



RECORD GROUPS DESCRIPTION 

Individuals:  

Engineering 

 

 

 

ÅJames L. Ogilvie  

ÅRalph L. Parshall  

ÅEverett V. Richardson  

ÅWilliam W. Sayre 

ÅTheodore M. Schad 

ÅDaryl B. Simons 

ÅWilliam P. Stanton 

ÅRollin Q. Tenney  

ÅRoyce J. Tipton 

ÅIvan D. Wood  

ÅVujica M. Yevjevich 
 



RECORD GROUPS DESCRIPTION 

Individuals:  

Law 

 

 

 

ÅDelph E. Carpenter  

ÅGregory J. Hobbs, Jr. 

ÅArthur L. Littleworth  

ÅFloyd K. Murr 
 



RECORD GROUPS DESCRIPTION 

Individuals:  

Leaders 

 

 

 

ÅHamlet J. "Chips" Barry III 

ÅW. D. Farr  

ÅJohn R. Fetcher 

ÅHarvey Johnson  

ÅRichard D. MacRavey 

ÅFrank Milenski 

ÅRay Nixon 

ÅJohn Porter 

ÅGilbert G. Stamm  

ÅHerbert Vandemoer (Colorado Water Conservation 

Board) 

ÅDavid Walker (Colorado Water Conservation 

Board)  
 



RECORD GROUPS DESCRIPTION 

Individuals:  
Other (sociology, 

economics, fish, snow, 

history, etc.) 

 

 

ÅRobert K. Davis 

ÅFrederic A. "Eric" Eidsness, Jr. 

ÅCharles C. Fisk  

ÅDavid M. Freeman 

ÅMark W. T. Harvey 

ÅCharles W. Howe 

ÅDavid McComb Big Thompson Flood Collection  

ÅJames R. Meiman  

ÅEdwin W. Mogren  

ÅEarl L. Mosley  

ÅDaniel Tyler 

ÅWilliam J. Wiltzius 

ÅRobert A. Young 

 



 

Greg Silkensen 

Assistant Communications Manager 

Northern Colorado Water 
Conservancy District 

220 Water Avenue 

Berthoud, CO  80513 

 

gsilkensen@ncwcd.org 

www.northernwater.org 
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Brad Leach 

Records Manager 

Northern Colorado Water 
Conservancy District 

220 Water Avenue 

Berthoud, CO  80513 

 

bleach@northernwater.org 

www.northernwater.org 
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Chris Pigg 

Records Management Clerk 

Northern Colorado Water 
Conservancy District 

220 Water Avenue 

Berthoud, CO  80513 

 

cpigg@northernwater.org 

www.northernwater.org 

 

 

mailto:bleach@northernwater.org
http://www.northernwater.org/

